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“EAMILY OF FAITH ”
By Pastor Richard Boatm

Laraeand | have served at Oakwood for six months. Aridhe connection
and love we feel here seem far deeper than sulebratane would normally meri
We are still in awe at how this congregation amdf $tave reached out and welcon
us with such genne warmth into this family of faith. The very firstne we drove tc
Pleasant Hill after getting a call from our DistrRuperintendent, we had t
strongest sense we have ever experienced that @dk&evhere God wants us to |
Being the recipients (such love has helped us realize the incrediblenpiaiethis
congregation has for connecting with and welconmiegy people into our churc
community. Be encouraged to invite your friends aamjhbors and family membe
| believe they will sense God'sresence and the heart of this flock. If you're
small group or study, encourage others to joiff ey will love being a part of
group that is growing in Chri:

Thank you for enriching our lives these first sigmths. We look forward t
ongoing gowth in the years to come as together we “Connbobdgh Worship
Disciple and Serve” as representatives of JesuistC

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Celebration Service-- 8:30 am
Fellowship Time — 9:30 am
Praise Service — 10:45 am
Fellowship Time- 11:45 an

My 00

PLEASE JOIN US IN JANUARY FOR THESE EVENTS.
ALL ARE WELCOME TO SHARE IN THE WARM LOVE OF JESUS
CHRIST

January 1 at 9:30 am: One Worship Service
January 4 at 6:30 pm: FAMILY NIGHTfeaturing the VisueScriptures PUPPET TEAM
with a musical program celebrating Christ’s birtiealtserved at 5:45 pi
January 7 at 7:459:00 am: Men’s Breakfast and Bible Stu
January 7 at 9:00 am: Guided Prayer with Pastor Richard hereliv@oc
January 8 at 8:30 and @:45 am: NEW Sermon Series Begi“Mindfield”
January 8 at 9:40 am: Christian Learning Time begins for 201& —week adult classes
are:
Spiritual Disciplines
When God’s People Pray

January 11at 7:00 pm: Wednesday Night activities begin
2012. Si-week adult classes are:
When God’s People Pray

Marriage and Pre-Marriage for those 2Byears ol
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MEET YOUR OAKWOOD

STAFF
By Marlys DeVries

Tammy Johnson
NURSERY ASSOCIATE
Most children who have grown up
in Oakwood will easily recognize

this staff member. Tammy Johnson
has been staffing the nursery for both Sunday sesvand
Wednesday night fellowship for the past 17 yeaksan
average of 7 hours a week that’s over 6,000 hdurs o
interacting with Oakwood kids! Tammy and her husbaeff,
live on the east side of Des Moines in a home apiprately
five blocks from where Tammy grew up. They have¢h
daughters, Jennifer, a grad student at Universitgwa,
Mallory who is a lab technician, and Jennifer wha'€PA.
Tammy has a degree in Early Child Development andhie
past 28 years has worked at the daycare centeeistyM
Hospital. In her ‘spare time’ she also works atdboan’s,
putting in extra hours especially this time of year

It's easy to see that Tammy loves children and sae loves
to have the opportunity to take care of the litihees of the
children she took care of when she started at Oallw®ver
the years she has literally been able to “looktbatnursery
window and watch the church grow.” Tammy is ableld a
lot of networking with young families when they ihgi their
children to the nursery, and because Oakwood caragtee
there will be a staffed nursery available thoseiliamare
more likely to come back and take advantage ofléving a
consistent caregiver in the nursery also incredse=somfort
level of the children who attend and many recogiiaemy
outside of church when they see her.

When asked what she likes most about her joimrawill
tell you that what started out as a job of necgs$ss become
a labor of love. Tammy feels it is her missiorOatkwood
and her way of giving back to faith and her chuehily.
Thank you Tammy!

PRAYER GATHERING- Please join Pastor Richard at
9:00am on the®*1Saturday of every month beginning in
January for guided prayer. If you have any questiglease
call the church office.

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE (SPRC) -
Beginning January, will meet the second Tuesdaach
month at 6:45 p.m. Opal Current is Chair.

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD (AD BOARD) - Beginning
January, will meet the third Tuesday of each manth:00
p.m. Mike Feldman is Chair.

(Supervised childcare is provided)
Service time: 6:30-7:00pm
Adult “After Glow” small group discussion immediate
following each week’s service (7:00-8:00).
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Here are Oakwood’s 2012 Church Officers. Thanlallto
who have volunteered their time and talents fa& thi
important work. The number following each naméehis date
in which that person’s term expires on the comritte

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD Chair: Mike Feldman
LAY LEADER: Dick Delk (14)

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS Chair: Opal Current (12)
Members: K'Lee Latham (12), Marlys DeVries(13),lBo
Farber (13), Cheryl Hood (13), Gary McComas (13y&
Winter (14), Kris Merfeld (14)

TRUSTEES Chair:

Members: Kevin Carr (12), Jeanie Golliher (12)nHea
Smith (12), Jake Heruermann (13), Erin Ayersmar),(K8n
Kenworthy (13), Eric Buchacker (13), Cindy Brodyjl
Bob Bullard (14), Doug Peirce (14), Kevin Wilsomj1

FINANCE Treasurer: Bill Peterson

Financial Reports: Cyndi Wilson
Finance Secretaries: Dave Wehrman (12), Diane Wrigh
(13), Val Pallwitz (13), Terry Merfeld (13), Christek (14)

MISSION & SOCIAL ACTION Chair: Kay Oliver

HOSPITALITY OUTREACH Chair: Kris Benge
Members: Beth Smith, Sue Bobst, Bonnie Stills, Caro
Mauk, Cindy Anderson, Cindy Brody, Charlene
Shellabarger, Pam Schwartz, Sue Bloomquist

MEMORIALS
Members: Pat Harvey (12), Karen Anderson (13), Judy
Carico (14), Joyce Delk (14)

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE Chair: Pastor Boatman
Members: Kathy Zimmer (12), Charlene Shellabar@g),(
Lori Beyer (13), Dorothy Martin (13), Lory Rieget4)

STEWARSHIP COMMITTEE

Members: Nancy Berggren (12), Lois Slings (12),IKel
Swinton (12), Steve Rendall (12), Judy Carico (T2xry
Merfeld (12), Mark Tesdall (12)

HISTORIAN: Jennie Klopfenstein

ENDOWMENT

Members: Jerry Swinton, Cara Waltrip, Jim Waltdpdy
Oliver, Carol Reben, Dick Delk, Cindy Brody, Judgrito,
Dawn Carico
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) BUSINESS,
usiness, o LUNCH & JESUS
Lunch, o
&-desus (BLJ) This is an
“open” group that
meets the L& 3" Thursdays of eversnonth at various Des
Moines area restaurants from 11:30 to 12:30. Jdsifanuary
5 atPerkup Cafe, 7003 Douglas Avenue adénuary 19at

When Pigs Fly BBQ 4640 NW 86th StreetContact Linda &
David Brightwell for questions at 289-2853.

CENTERING PRAYER GROUP

Get your day started off connecting with God byriteging”
yourself in silent prayer. We meet ®hursdays in the
Prayer Room at 8:00 a.m.For more information, call Judy
Proksa at 266-1054, or just join us.

LIVING WITH DEPRESSION “IN HOME” SMALL
GROUP — meets the*{Sunday of every month. If you, or
someone you know, are living with depression andd:ase
some emotional support, our group is there for yBlease
contact Sue or Chris Bobst if you have questionsauld like
to join the group at 515-265-1260 or by email:
shobst@bcsframetec.com Peace and God Bless!

CLASSICS: This group meets on thé“rhursday of each
month and is an informal gathering and potluck hufar any
adults 50+ in years and wisdom. Join uslanuary 12!

MEN’S BREAKFAST: Saturday morning, Januar?,?at
Oakwood from 7:45am-9:00am, inviting ALL the mentioé¢
church to come with an empty stomach and hungrithea

| ANNUAL STARS OVER OAKWOOD
| TALENT SHOW |

- Our ANNUAL STARS OVER OAKWOOD TALENT |
| SHOWwill be on Sunday, January 29 beginning at 6:00 :

- PM. It's time to start signing up! Watch the Supdalletin |
| to get your act in the line-up! :
: All talents are welcome...well maybe not badleb

| Single acts or groups, silly or serious, it doesrdtter. The -
. ideais to have fun. You don't have to be a prodess

| entertainer, but this may be a path for launchimgrynew

: career [or not]. To ensure extra enjoyment for@iikwood |

| EPIC Youth will serve the best pie and ice creais tide

- of the west church parking lot. Acts should be rarerthan |
| 3-4 minutes in length unless of course you'd It show to.
- last until midnight. Whether or not you perform, e to |
| be in the audience in order to enjoy the wondddul

- perhaps semi-wonderful] entertainment. Questiara!-Jim |
| Waltrip, 284-7062.

What is Financial Peace University?

A 13-week class, led by Terry and Kris Merfeld,aem you
will learn how to beat debt, build wealth, find bams, and
invest for the future.
What are the class topics?
Week 1 -Super Saving
Week 2 - Relating with Money
Week 3 - Cash Flow Planning (budgeting)
Week 4 - Dumping Debt
Week 5 - Credit Sharks in Suits
Week 6 - Buyer Beware
Week 7 - Clause and Effect (role of insurance in a
financial plan)

8. Week 8 - That's Not Good Enough (how to find

bargains in purchasing items/services)

9. Week 9 - Of Mice and Mutual Funds

10. Week 10 - From Fruition to Tuition

11. Week 11 - Working in Your Strengths

12. Week 12 - Real Estate and Mortgages

13. Week 13 - The Great Misunderstanding
When is it?
Sunday, January 15-May 6 at 5:30 pm, with schedule
adjustments for special events such as spring letile
Super Bowl. Each class lasts approximately twa$iou
Where will it be held?
At Oakwood United Methodist Church at 400 NE 56tie&t
in Pleasant Hill, lowa.
What is the cost?
$85 per household for new participants. Priomatées can
take the class for free and re-use their originalemals. A
few scholarships will be available. See Cyndi \Wilgor
details.
How do | sign-up?
Register with Terry or Kris Merfeld, or Cyndi Wils.

NookrwhpE

The following individuals served on Oakwood
Committees until the end of 2011. We thank them fo
their faithful work and their willingness to spetigeir
time and talents in service to the Lord.
Paul Swinton, Chair Administrative Board
Mike Oberbroeckling, Nominations Committee
Mark Tesdall, Staff Parish
Chuck Golliher, Staff Parish
Curt Malaise, Financial Secretary
Chris Bobst, Trustees
Bob Curry, Trustees
Melinda Peirce, Trustees
Penni Heuermann, Lay Leader
Kathy Luce, Lay Leader
Judy Carico, Spiritual Concerns
Sue Bobst, Missions
Sharon Slagle, Spiritual Concerns
Angie Acker, Spiritual Concerns
Jo Lynn Langerud, Spiritual Concerns




+ Thank you to my Oakwood Church
family who sent me a gift card
anonymously. | am extremely
humbled by this generous gift and the
love behind it. | don't feel worthy of
this and | find it very difficult to
accept it when there are so many
worse off than | am. | would really like to knohose of you
who have been overly generous this past year. uldhike to
thank you in person. My heartfelt thanks to ydu 8ay God
bless you abundantly, as you have blessed me! , LJevaie
Klopfenstein

+ | would like to sincerely thank our Oakwood fayrfibr the
very kind and generous Christmas gift! You are sarch
instrumental part of our lives and mean so veryhmiocus.
Thank you so very much, with all my heart. Trulygyn
happiness touch your lives as warmly as you havehed the
lives of others. It is my honor and privilege tofmat of our
Oakwood family. Also, during my surgery, words atgely
not enough to tell you how my heart has been tadicienk
you for the thoughts and prayers, for the gifts tiredfood, the
cards and visits and flowers, and the encouragertidras all
meant the world to my family and to me! The lovatthas
been shown is something that | will reflect ontloe rest of
my life and it will warm my heart always. We havsign in
our home that says... Change the world, one actrofri@ss at
a time. You folks have changed my world a thoudamds
over. Please know that with all of my heart,drth you and |
love you. The cancer that had been found was aweddh the
polyp! How fortunate | feel. How do any of us tha@kd
enough not only for health but for the amazing pedapour
lives, and that includes our church family! | senkdug to you
all, with grateful tears in my eyes. Have a faligldlew
Year! Love to you all, Angie Acker

+ To Our Oakwood Family, Larae and | want to thgald as
a congregation for the generous cash gift you gavend our
fellow staff members. We are truly blessed to séeme. Also,
a special thanks for all the individual gifts, cauahd kind
words given us during this season. We are so talibiigiour
love and are truly thankful to be a part of the @Wa&d United
Methodist family. May this New Year be filled witirace,
strength, laughter and growth and the very ricbé&od’s
blessings as we live with our hearts aligned wikii€'’s
heart. A Happy and Joyous New Year, Pastor Richahe
and Caleb Boatman

+My Dear Friends, As we celebrate the birth of looird and
Savior, | am surrounded by great memories of ttae gene
by, enormous joy for the future and too many blegsito list.
One, however, that has remained steadfast throtigheu
years are you, my Oakwood family. | feel such wiéwreach
year you give of yourself to remember me duringgbason
with your prayers and your gifts. Times may hakearged,
but you have not and | am blessed by each of \ay your
Christmas be filled with a spirit of Joy and Lowedd thank
you from the bottom of my humbled heart. Lory Riege
+Thank you for the wonderful Christmas gift; it was my
heart to be in a family of faith with such greabpke! | am
continually amazed how God uses people to imparikdvie

and accomplish His will. May the coming year bd &ilgrace
and may His mercies always be sufficient for yhove,
Cyndi Wilson

+ | am so thankful for many things but especiallyroy faith
in God, my family and my family of faith. Tharyku so
very much for the gifts and support at all timels.is such a
blessing to be able to grow in my relationship odGvith
you. | also want to take this tini@ thank all of the
Musicians and Sound Booth folkdor their ministry in these
areas. Without you several huge pieces of thestipr
experience would be missing.  Thanks for allnfalent,
time and fellowship. God Bless!!

+We would like to thank our Oakwood family of faitbr all
the gifts, cards and encouraging words receiveihguhe
Advent and Christmas seasoW¢hat a privilege it is to serve
here.Your love and support are greatly appreciatedbyM
you have a happy and blessed New Year, PastomBoaand
the Oakwood Staff
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ANGEL TRE:

2011 ANGEL TREE

OAKWOOD IS AWESOME!

As we reflect on the past year, the Misston
Social Action Committee wishes to express our
appreciation for the generous support of the Afigeé
Project this Christmas season. With your generpsity
Oakwood was able to touch lives in various ways:

41 children received gifts placing many, many
smiles on little faces, hours of joy playing Wltl'l
their new toys and some proud smiles wearlr;g
their new clothes, underwear, hats, scarves, 0
and mittens. o
14 Parkridge Nursing Home residents knew '
that there are friends in their community that
care about them. o
30 adults received a gift and a little peace- -of 4
mind that their children would have many gn‘ts
to open on Christmas morning.
19 families received an overflowing box full of
food for the Holiday season and to help stretgh
their limited budgets into the New Year. °
Oakwood provided a total of 208 gifts to these fasi °©
and nursing home residents. This is an awesome o
accomplishment knowing that many in our own church
family have experienced difficulties this past y&a.

[ ]
May the spirit of the Christmas season live in loearts ©
every day throughout the year! .
MISSION & SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE o
Kay Oliver, Chair  Lois Slings .
Sue Bloomquist Sandi Stone °
Linda Kaster Sarah Swinton :
Kathy Luce Diane Wright °

[ ]
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Beginning in January, we would like to start a
Children’s Ministry Advisory Board. This group will
meet on a quarterly basis. If interested or have
guestions please see or contact Judy or Tania.

Stepping into a leader role within the Children’s \J
Ministry is a big call to answer. We are offeriogy
teachers and leaders a chance to participate in a
Teacher/Educator Workshop on Janudtya#5:00

pm. This class is especially tailored to our Pre-K
through &' grade teachers and will hopefully give the
tools and ideas needed to have a successful aassro
Please let us know if you have any questions.

<

— ®

Important Dates
January i HAPPY NEW YEARS!
January 8 & 15™ Stock Sales
January 28: Stars Over Oakwood
February 8: 2" Annual Children’s
Ministries Skating at Skate West. $1 Entry,
$1 Skates!
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
EPIC Student Ministries

Jr. High: 7:00-7:45
Worship: 7:45-8:00
Sr. High: 8:00-8:50

All are welcome to come!
Music, Movie Clips/Teaching Videos, Games, Food, Msage, and More!
Check us out and bring a friend!

CLT

Jr. and Sr. High will meet in the Family Life
Center at 9:30am.
Come join us and bring a friend!

January Schedule;

Janlst: Homecoming W1
Jan 8th: Homecoming W2
Jan 15th: Homecoming W3

Jan 22nd: Des Moines Mission (6pm at the church)

January Programs:

Epic Website: Check out the new Epic website at
www.oakwoodlife.com/epiéor a calendar of
events, and all kinds of other things.

Homecoming:In this 3 week series we will go
deep into the story of the prodigal son.

“Stars Over Oakwood” Pie Fundraiser: As a
youth group we have certain fundraisers that we do
every year and this one

of them. The youth

should bring a pie to the

STARS OVER

OAKWOOD TALENT

SHOW Sunday the

29", by 5:30 p.m) and

then help serve during

intermission, PARENT VOLUNTEERS are also
welcome!

SUPER BOWL SUBS:
We will be selling Subs
for Super Bowl
Sunday. Selling begins
January 22nd. JR & SR High Youth will be making
the subs on February 5th, during first service (&
CLT if needed); Youth please plan to attend the
10:45am service as a group. Those ordering subs
can pick them up after CLT or after the 10:45am
service Watch the bulletin for order forms soon!



Stewardship at Oakwood

As you may remember from previous newsletter asicOakwood formed a new Stewardship Committeledriall of 2011.
The following people agreed to serve for one yaarder to lay a foundation for the committee’s kvor
Steve Rendall, Lois Slings, Kelly Swinton, Mark @e8, Terry Merfeld, Judy Carico, Nancy Berggren

At the end of 2012, the Nominations Committee agdpoint members to the committee for three-yeagstied terms. This
will be identical to all other Oakwood committees.

The Stewardship Committee’s goal is to encouragglpeto give their time, talents, and dollars tad@Gamission through
the work of the church. We also intend to helppkpeople aware of what their gifts are doing andténmembers and friends of all
ages to live a stewardship lifestyle. Among tleens Oakwood’s committee will be discussing in 2&1@ur building debt, as well as
ways to encourage volunteerism in the church.

Although, the committee is still in the formaticiage, practical factors are always in play. Wevkilmat many people
carefully budget and plan their expenses each yBacause of that, we intend to schedule Oakwoedts\and fundraisers carefully
throughout the year. We don’'t want fundraisersedeld too closely togetheTherefore, if you are planning a fundraiser, we
ask that you contact the Stewardship Committee befe setting dates for your event. The Stewardshipotnmittee will make
sure that events are spaced properly throughout thgear and that there is not a conflict with other tiurch activities. The
Administrative Board has final approval on all fundraisers. If you have any questions about this or the wdrthe committee,
please contact Nancy Berggren.

JOURNEY TEAM IS THERE:

After the phone call you hoped you’d never get.
After the divorce papers are served and the botatisout of your life.
After the funeral, when everyone has left and theténs you've held at bay come crashing in on you.
After the nursing home director shakes your hardisays “welcome to your new home”.
After the last child honks the horn, waves andeliaway-and the house suddenly seems empty.
After the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go onyand loved one is led away.
After the baby arrives, demanding more of you taun ever dreamed possible.
After you find a pink slip with your final paycheck
After your family and friends have heard your stone too many times, but you still need to taluit.
Members of the Oakwood Journey Team aBarb Allen, Judy Carico, Opal Current, Jan DiachdRuby, and Carolyn Reben.
Please don't hesitate to call one of us or theahwhen we can be of service.
All information is confidential when a member oétfieam is walking beside you.

#
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WORSHIP LEADERS - CELEBRATION SERVICE (8:30 — 1% Service
DATE USHERS GREETERS SCRIPTURE FELLOWSHIP NURSERY
January 1 Ju_stm Colbert & Swinton/Curry O. Current Luce/Osgood Reed
Jill Fagerlund
Zimmer/Sling: . . .
January 8 Curry /Bloomquist J. Swinton Wright/Shellabarger Smith
January 15 Delk Stills C. Bobst OPEN Swinton
January 22 Zimmer Burke/Colbert L. Chappell Swinlensen Klopfenstein
January 29 Stills Nowels/Caricp C. Brody OPEN Fagerlund

WORSHIP LEADERS - PRAISE SERVICE (10:45 — % Service)

DATE USHERS GREETERS FELLOWSHIP | NURSERY
One Service at 9:30am
January 8 Martin/Oliver OPEN Kiprop/McComas OPEN
January 1 Bobs OPEN TNT OPEN
January 2 Graew Allen OPEN OPEN
January 29 OPEN Bainter/Kiprop OPEN OPEN
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January Birthdays

January Birthdays

22 — Kari Saunders

23 — Julie Feldman

25 — Sally DeGoey, Doug Peirce, Levi
Travnicek

26 — Forrest Jones, Staisha Wilson
27 — Nancy Berggren, Cass Bollman,
Dick Delk, Don Harvey

28 — Melissa Wilson

29 — Veronica Smith

30 — Kaitlynn Carr, Aaron Wells

31 — Deanna Keehn

: 1- Ethan Butler, Zachary Cort, Claire
Hanniford, Sven Lindsey, Bailey Peterson,
Luke Tigges

2 — Bob Bell

5 — Emma Buchacker, Julie Carlson

6 — Kara Lindsey

8 — Emily Bombela

9 — Kyle Hanson, Noah Roberts, Sophia
Scrignoli

10 — Michael Hanniford, Nancy Rendall
12 — Danny Burke, Kristin Kapusinski

13 — Emily Bainter, David Beck, Penny Van
Rossum

14 — Val Pallwitz, Joleen Weller

15 — Sharon Evans, Peyton Fazio, Nichole
Jones, Connor Vitek

. 16— JoBell

17 — Stormi Scott

: 18 — Dawn Carico, Bob Farber

+ 19 — Ally Johnson, Joe Luce

¢ 20 - Joshua Carroll

January Anniversaries

4 — Kris & Terry Merfeld
6 — Martha & Gene Miller
Chelle & Steve Williams

11 — Sandy & Craig Winn

22 — Lori & Frank Betts
Cheryl & Bob Egger

26 — Cara & Jim Waltrip

31 — Sharon & Bob Evans
Karen & Darrell Gideon
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