
                                                                                                                             
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP / DISCIPLE / SERVE

 
I will bless you… 

so that you will be a blessing.  
Genesis 12:2 

 
 

400 NE 56th Street 
Pleasant Hill, Iowa 50327 

515-262-6007 Office 
515-262-5680 FAX 

 

WEB SITE: 
www.oakwoodlife.org 

 
Senior Pastor, Craig Peters  

515-262-1332 Home 
craig@oakwoodlife.org 

 
Church Administrator 

Cyndi Wilson  
515-240-4763 Cell 

cyndi@oakwoodlife.org 
 

Pastoral Care Associate 
Marcy Stone 

515-264-0660 Home 
515-402-1056 Cell 

marcy@oakwoodlife.org 
 

Music Ministries Associate 
Brian Acker 

brian@oakwoodlife.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Associate 
David Travnicek 

515-451-9432 Cell 
david@oakwoodlife.org 

 
Children’s Ministry Associates: 

Judy Oliver, 515-299-2943  
judy@oakwoodlife.org 

Tania Bentley, 515-360-9817 
tania@oakwoodlife.org 

 
Small Group Ministry Associates: 
Campaign Associate, Ryan Volk 

515-250-8932 Cell 
ryan@oakwoodlife.org 

 

Leadership Development 
Associate, Bonnie Weiss 

515-964-8327 Home 
bonnie@oakwoodlife.org 

 

Connections Associate, Angie Acker 
515-957-8525 

angie@oakwoodlife.org 
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My wife Lysia was talking with a high school student from our church 

the other day and during the conversation the topic of our middle service 
(“Portico”, which currently meets in the East Wing)
student had not heard of the service and certainly was not aware that we had 
THREE Sunday morning worship services every week!

When Lysia shared that conversation with me the only thing I could 
think was; man, where did I drop the ball?! Not only was this student unaware 
of the service, but the fact is, it’s a service designed with the needs of young 
adults, like her, in mind!!! 

That got me thinking; we need to get the word out about this worship 
experience! So this month’s “Insights” is going to be dedicated to letting you 
know about what this service is like and about some of the changes that are 
coming starting this September on Kick Off Sunday (September 12

As I mentioned, “Portico” currently meets 
Wing at 9:40am. It is a casual worship experience, with a very simple format.  
A time of Praise and Worship, during which people are free to experience 
communion, leave their offerings and share their prayer requests, followed by 
the message. That’s pretty much it. Music is led by our Youth and Young 
Adult Associate, David Travnicek, a talented musician who is up to date on 
the most current worship songs. 

This fall however, “Portico” is going to be going through something of 
a metamorphosis. On September 12 we are moving the service into the 
Life Center. We will continue to meet at 9:40am, but it will be around tables, 
with a full band (most weeks). One of the great new additions is that we will be 
opening our new coffee shop, which is located in the old “checkerboard” 
room just off the Family Life Center, that same Sunday. People will be free to 
move around and enjoy the gourmet coffee while worshipping.

I would love to have you consider being a part of this worship 
experience some Sunday.  If you know of person’s who might enjoy this kind 
of worship setting, please invite them, as well. God has great plans for us here 
at Oakwood, and Portico is part of it.  I’m excited to see what God is going to 
do each week. I think you will be too! 
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My wife Lysia was talking with a high school student from our church 
the other day and during the conversation the topic of our middle service 
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(Supervised childcare is provided) 

Service time: 6:30-7:00pm 
Adult “After Glow” small 

group discussion 
immediately following each 
week’s service (7:00-8:00). 

 
Sermon Series for August  
continuing on the Fruits of 

the Spirit, 
Led by Pastor Craig 

 

 
 

�
 
+ PERSONAL TESTIMONIALS  – Each Sunday 
morning as part of our worship experience, we have 

various people share their 
testimonies.  EVERYONE 
has a testimony! Have you 
seen the hand of God move 
in your life? What has God 
done for you? How has 
having a family of faith 

made an impact on your life?  Please pray about giving a 
testimony; there might be someone in the audience who 
needs to hear YOUR story in order to grab on to a 
glimmer of hope and to realize how BIG and how REAL 
our God truly is!  Call Cyndi to get on the schedule. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have missed any services recently, you can  
hear the messages on the Oakwood website: 
http://www.oakwoodlife.com/sermons.html 

 
 

OUR NEXT NEW-COMER ORIENTATION IS 
SCHEDULED FOR: 

Sunday, September 26 at 9:40am 
Grab a cup of coffee and join Pastor Craig in the back 
office for an informal time to get to know each other a 
little better and ask questions about Oakwood UMC.   
(As you come in the main doors turn down the first 
hallway, to the end.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be NO Wednesday night meals in the 
month of August! 

Mark your calendars for FALL KICK-OFF 
SEPTEMBER 12th! 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

Celebration Service-- 8:30 am 
Fellowship Time – 9:30 am 
Portico Service – 9:40 am 
Praise Service – 10:45 am 

Fellowship Time – 11:45 am 
 

JULY WORSHIP  
ATTENDANCE: 

 

July 4:    123 +  20 + 120 + 21  = 284 
July 11:  153 +  30 + 169 + 15  = 367 
July 18:  149 +  35 + 139 + 29  = 352 
July 25:    (*) + (*) + (*) + (*) = (*) 

 
(*) Not Available 

 

Cottage Meetings Planned 
 
    Starting this month (August) Pastor Craig and Nancy 
Berggren, our new Ministry Coordinator, will begin meeting 
in homes of various church members, for times of Q&A 
about our  Capitol Campaign.  
    As many of you may know, Oakwood still owes 
approximately $1.4 million on our most recent building 
expansion. The pledge campaign to help pay off that debt 
concluded at the end of ’09, but many of you have continued 
to make payments toward this debt (praise the Lord!). 
    The problem is we are falling behind about $2,000/month 
in our loan account. We had 3 or 4 months of reserves in that 
account at the first of the year, but that fund is quickly 
dwindling. 
    It is our hope that these Cottage Meetings will give 
persons an opportunity to ask questions with regards to the 
capitol debt, while at the same time giving us an opportunity 
to present a very manageable strategy for keeping current on 
our debt while we navigate through these difficult financial 
times. 
    If you would like to be a part of one of these gathering, 
please email Pastor Craig or Nancy, here at the church, and 
we’ll give you a schedule of when and where the meetings 
will be. 

craig@oakwoodlife.org nancy@oakwoodlife.org 
  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
+ LIVING WITH DEPRESSION “IN HOME” SMALL 
GROUP – meets the 1st Sunday of every month.  If you, or 
someone you know, are living with depression and could 
use some emotional support, our group is there for you.  
Please contact Sue or Chris Bobst if you have questions or 
would like to join the group at 515-265-1260 or by email: 
sbobst@bcsframetec.com    Peace and God Bless! 
 

+ BUSINESS, LUNCH & 
JESUS:  (BLJ) this is an 
“open” group that meets the 
1st & 3rd Thursdays of every 
month at various Des Moines 
area restaurants from 11:30 to 
12:30.  Join us August 5 at 

Spaghetti Works and August 19 at East Side Grill on 
Hubbell.  Contact Linda & David Brightwell for questions 
at 289-2853.  
 
+ CLASSICS: This group meets on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month and is an informal gathering for any adults 50+ 
in years and wisdom.  (NO meeting in August) – Mark 
your calendars for September 9! 
 
+ CENTERING PRAYER GROUP –  

Get your day started off 
connecting with God by 
“centering” yourself in 
silent prayer.   We meet  
on Thursdays in the 
Chapel at 8:00 a.m.  For 
more information, call 
Judy Proksa at 266-1054, 
or just join us. 
 

 
+ FAITHWORKS: a ministry that focuses on supporting 
individuals who are unemployed or underemployed, 
struggling with difficult work issues or are in fear of losing 
their job. If you are interested in attending, please contact 
either Nancy Berggren at nlberggren@mchsi.com or 278-
1256, or Karen Anderson at 270-1233. 
 
+ THE JOURNEY TEAM  at Oakwood is waiting to walk 
beside you when we are needed, whether it is an illness, 
loneliness, grief, divorce, financial problems or any other 
time you need a Christian friend by your side.  Your name 
will be given to a member of our Journey Team and they 
will walk with you for however long it takes and in 
complete confidentiality. You can call Pastor Craig or 
Marcy at 262-6007 or Carolyn Reben at 262-2851 or email 
ecreben@mchsi.com.  The members of our Journey Team 
are: Barb Allen, Judy Carico, Opal Current, Jan Diamond, 
Jessica Ruby (Ruby), and Carolyn Reben. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
+ (UMW) UNITED METHODIST 
WOMEN’S GROUP:  For details 
contact Sandi Stone, 
sndst1@aol.com. 
 

 
+ 2 FREE C.P.R. CLASS OPENINGS AVAILABLE ON 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 21ST – First two people to call take 
the spots! Class is Free, only cost is $4.00 to cover the cost of 
your card. Call Chris Vitek if interested at 967-9282. 
 
+ “NEW” SMALL GROUP FOR LADIES! Being 
facilitated by Cyndi Wilson, Tuesdays from 6:30- 8:00 in 
Pastor Craig’s office.  This small group will continue as 
long as there is interest.  First study is on “Seven Steps to 
JOY” a Life-Commitment Discipleship Series. Other 
studies will include: Victorious Christian Living, Seven 
Essential of Prayer, & Learning to Worship His Name.  If 
you are interested in attending please contact Cyndi in the 
church office. 
 

 
 

+ To everyone who helped with the Trinity Picnic and 
Back-to-School Fair!  We could not have done it without all 
of you! 
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 
 

    In 1722 a rag tag band of several hundred young 
people gathered on the estate of a wealthy count by 
the name of Zinzendorf. Five years later, God 
showed up, and they began to pray. They prayed in 
strange and creative ways, but they prayed. They 
prayed 24/7. Their prayer led to compassion for the 
poor and those who had never heard of Jesus. Their 
prayer meeting went on for 125 years without 
ceasing-the longest prayer meeting in history. 
    God has decided to do again what he did among 
the Moravians almost 300 years ago. A 24/7 prayer 
meeting has started again, but now it has circled the 
globe overnight. We should not be surprised God 
chose an unlikely candidate to lead the 24/7 prayer 
movement. Pete Grieg struggled to hear God’s 
voice and wasn’t very good at praying-but he was 
determined to chase the spirit wherever it took him. 
Theologian Edwin Orr observed, “There is a 
greater movement of prayer growing now than ever 
before in history. Whenever God sets about to do a 
new thing, He always sets His people to praying.” 

Are you ready to join me in taking up this 
challenge, “To Pray without Ceasing?” 

 



THE MISSIONS AND SOCIAL ACTION 
COMMITTEE 

 

 is collecting items to assemble kits for UMCOR.  The 
committee has chosen to collect School Kits and 
Layette Kits.  This is a good time of year to take 
advantage of the school supply sales.  You can donate 
all or part of a kit. 
 

School Kit Items Value: 
·  1 pair blunt scissors (rounded tip) 
·  3 pads (or loose leaf) of 8 1/2" x 11" ruled 

paper 
·  1 30-centimeter ruler 
·  1 hand held pencil sharpener 
·  6 unsharpened pencils with erasers 
·  1 eraser, 2 1/2" 
·  1 box of 24 crayons (only 24) 

 

Layette Kit Items: 
·  6 cloth diapers 
·  2 shirts or 2 one-piece body suits 
·  2 baby washcloths 
·  2 gowns or sleepers 
·  2 diaper pins 
·  1 sweater open in the front 
·  2 receiving blankets 

 

UPDATE ON SPECIAL PROJECTS.  YOU CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE... 

BE ENCOURAGED! 
Your generous donations HAVE made a difference.  
At Annual Conference 2010, the following was 
collected: 
1.) 350+ pounds of pop tops for the Des Moines 
Ronald McDonald  House. 
2.) 4 HUGE paper grocery bags of Campbell's labels 
and box tops for Bidwell Riverside. 
3.) 300+ pairs of new underwear for the Women at 
the Well for the "Stepping Out Closet." 
4.) 406 cell phones and many accessories for domestic 
violence shelters. 
5.) 386 pairs of eyeglasses for Lens Crafters and the 
Lions Club to refit and distribute. 
6.) 45 clean white cotton sheets for Rolling Bandages 
for Global Health Services in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota to be rolled this summer by local 
volunteers. 
7.) 78 in $1 donations for toothpaste for Ingathering - 
sent to Gaylen Goetsch. 
8.) $124.78 collected in pocket change for the Iowa 
Food Bank. 
9.) 62 sets of two diaper pins for Ingathering kits - 
sent to Gaylen Goetsch. 
 
Oakwood participated by giving pop-tops, 
Campbell’s labels & glasses. The Bishop wanted a 
place where we could give items from all those 
‘other special projects’. It was extremely successful 
& will be repeated next year. So continue to save 
the items, bring them to the Mission station & we 
will hold them & participate in next year’s special 
projects.  Kay Oliver, Missions Co-Chair  

 

 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 
MEALS FROM THE HEARTLAND 

If you have food, share it with those who are hungry. –  
Luke 3:11 

Oakwood will be participating in Meals From The Heartland 
September 4th, 5th, & 6th.   Meals are assembled, weighed, 
sealed and packed for the needy. Each meal costs 25 cents. $10 
feeds 40 people. You have the opportunity to be involved in 
God’s work in 3 ways. 
 Fundraising: Oakwood’s goal is to raise $2000, we could 
feed 8,000 people! 
 Volunteering: Oakwood’s goal is to provide 150 people to 
work 2 hour shifts. 

We will be packaging food to be sent around the 
world to starving and malnourished people. Haiti will 
be a primary site this year due to the devastating earth 
quakes. 
Checks should be made out Oakwood with Meals 
from Heartland  in the notation area. We will be 
passing plastic bags to collect change on the next 
several Sundays. 
Signup sheets will be available in AUGUST. 
 

 Isaiah 58:10 “Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. 
Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the 
darkness around you will be as bright as noon.” 
  

 
BIDWELL’S URGENT NEEDS 

Due to recent sewage back up the Daycare at Bidwell 
cannot use their kitchen. For alternative means of feeding 
the kids they need the following ASAP: 
 paper plates, paper cups, paper towels, plastic 
silverware, dish soap, anti-bacterial soap for 
dispensers (bulk size containers are preferred), toilet 
paper, general cleaning supplies, latex gloves, diapers 
and children’s underwear size 18 months to 5 years 
are needed.  Snack items cannot be accepted due to 
regulations, but the above items are greatly needed.  
Please bring to the Mission Center & we will see that 
Bidwell receives them.  We are blessed because you 
always respond to the urgent needs of others. Thank you! 
Kay Oliver- Mission Co-chair 
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Music, Movie Clips

 

CLT  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
FALL KICK- OFF IS
SEPTEMBER 12th! 

 

August Schedule:
 
August 4th: Iowa Cubs Game 7pm  
 
August 11th: No Epic Lite 
 
August 18th: Epic Lite movie night 
 
August 25th: Epic Lite movie night 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Epic Student Ministries
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS  

Epic Lite: 7:00pm 
 

All are welcome to come! 
Movie Clips/Teaching Videos, Games, Food, Message, and More!

Check us out and bring a friend! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
OFF IS 

 

Schedule: 

 

August

Epic Lite : This summer we are having our Epic 
Lite programming. During this time we will spend 
time watching movies, playing kickball, and other 

fun activities. Epic Lite
till approximately 9:00pm. 

Iowa Cubs Game: On August 4
will be meeting at the church at 6:30pm, and car 

pooling to the Iowa Cubs game. Bring some money 
for food and we will see you there.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Epic Student Ministries
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, Games, Food, Message, and More! 

 
 

August Programs: 
 

This summer we are having our Epic 
Lite programming. During this time we will spend 
time watching movies, playing kickball, and other 

fun activities. Epic Lite will start at 7:00pm and run 
till approximately 9:00pm.  

 
 

On August 4th the youth group 
will be meeting at the church at 6:30pm, and car 

pooling to the Iowa Cubs game. Bring some money 
for food and we will see you there. 

 



AUGUST 2010 -- MONTHLY PLANNER 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT URDAY 

 1 2 
Yoga, 6:30-7:45 

3 
 
 

4 
Wednesday Worship, 
6:30 / Children’s 
Council Meeting, 7:00 / 
Trustees, 7:00 

5 
BLJ, 11:30,Spaghetti 
Works / wedding 
rehearsal & FLC set 
up 

6 
 

7 
Wedding, 10:00-3:00 

8 
 

9 
Yoga, 6:30-7:45 
 

10 
 

11 
Supper Club, 4:00 / 
Wednesday Worship, 
6:30  

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Yoga, 6:30-7:45 

17 
 

18 
Wednesday Worship, 
6:30  

19 
BLJ, 11:30, East Side 
Grill 

20 
NEWSLETTER 
ITEMS DUE! 
 
 

21 

22 
CONFIRMATION 
SUNDAY, 8:30 
SERVICE 

23 
 

24 25 
Wednesday Worship, 
6:30  

 26 
 

27 
Wedding rehearsal, 
5:00 

28 
Wedding, 4:00 

29 
FLC & Kitchen 
reserved, 1:00-6:00 

30 
Finance, 7:00 
 

31 
Ad Board, 7:00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS - CELEBRATION SERVICE (8:30 – 1st Service) 
 
 

DATE USHERS GREETERS SCRIPTURE FELLOWSHIP  NURSERY 

August 1 Heuermann Carico A. Cameron  OPEN OPEN 

August 8 Swinton Hood D. Delk OPEN A. Cameron 

August 15 Cameron Schwartz D. Wehrman Harvey/Delk OPEN 
August 22 Stills Slings/Bloom B. Bullard Swinton Small Group S. Swinton 
August 29 Delk Stocker P. Schwartz Shellabarger/Wright OPEN 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS - PRAISE SERVICE (10:45 – 3rd Service)  
 
 

DATE USHERS GREETERS FELLOWSHIP  NURSERY 

August 1 Graeve Bobst Oliver/Weiss S. Oliver 
August 8 Bobst Golliher Obie/K&C Wilson N. Lahmann 
August 15 Oliver/Weiss H. Moses Tissues & Tears OPEN 
August 22 Golliher Ed Miles Swinton Small Group S. Oliver 
August 29 Ayersman D&D Smith OPEN N. Lahmann 

 

RECORD OF GIVING FOR JULY: 
    Regular Offering - Amount Needed Weekly       Capital Fund Giving         
    7/4:        9,006.37                  7,923.00                                   2,260.00                              
  7/11:        7,939.25                                                            1,016.00                
  7/18:        6,791.92                                                            1,870.00            
  7/25:             (*)                                                                            (*) 
   
  YTD:     221,884.66                                                               50,071.49 
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AUGUST Birthdays 
 

1-Brian Hoover, Carrie Smith, 
Trigg Steenhoek 
2-Mike Zelenovich 
3-Ellise Feldman, Richard Hood 
4-Martha Miller 
5-Ronald Burk, Hudson Elrod 
6-Ted Dyer 
7-Katherine Egger, Kase 
Heuermann, Steve Williams 
9-Stephanie Cameron, Jeff 
Klopfenstein, Denny Rieger 
10-Sharla McCloud, Cara Waltrip 
13-Joel McCrea, Ed Miles, Jim 
Waltrip 
14-Bonnie Stocker 
15-Jerry Weiss, Rich Wilson 
16-Jodi Hoover 
17-Sue Bloomquist, Adam 
Mellerup, Kiersten Moore, Chase 
Plough, Samuel Scrignoli 
 

AUGUST Anniversaries 
 

1-Greg & Judy Oliver 
3-Jamie & Tanya Scrignoli 
5-Bud & Marge Weese 
7-Bob & Melinda Farber 
    Mark & Shawna Graeve 
9-Jake & Penni Heuermann 
10-Vivian Day & Steve McGee 
18-Bob & Sue Curry 
19-Chuck & Jeanie Golliher 
20-Gabe & Marisol Molstre 
24-Scott & Jeri Baysinger 
      Gary & Ellen McComas 
27-Pastor Craig & Lysia Peters 
29-Michael & Tracy Darr 
      Tim & Deb Grover 
      Mike & Christel             
                Oberbroeckling 
30-Greg Flanagan & Connie Doud 
31-Dick & Joyce Delk 
      Jeff & Lisa Klopfenstein 

 

AUGUST Birthdays 
 
18-Jim Reed 
19-Jack Kenworthy 
20-Angie Acker, Mark Bassett, 
Doug Stone, Jeff Zelenovich 
21-Steve Oliver 
23-Katie Pottebaum 
24-Claire Bombela 
25-Steve Bombela, Cassie 
Lahmann 
26-Jessica Saunders 
27-Riley Beyer, Kathy Zimmer 
28-Kayla Bentley, Loren 
Snyder 
29-Laura Stewart 
30-Chuck Golliher, Linda 
Gonzalez 


