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The Inviting Gift
By Pastor Richard Boatm

Andrew, Simon Petel brother, was one of the two who heard John andvad
Jesus. He first found his own brother Simon and ah, “We have found tr
Messiah!” (which means “Anointed One”), and he bght Simon to Jes
(John 1:40-42a)

When we think of oratory and biness among the twelve disciples, Peter ali

always comes to mind. Often lost or forgotten &iticredible place his broth

Andrew holds. Long before Peter ever made his tgreafession,” Andrew ha

experienced the great discovery: Je

Andrew’'sgift was not public speaking; his gift was thafrofitation. He was not on
to articulate, but he was one to initiate. He putiotion what would become a li
altering, world changing encounter as “he brougitdd to Jesus

We are told that 85% ohurch growth comes through friends inviting friends
personal invitation welcoming someone with whomhage a relationship to join 1
in worship is powerful, effective...and free. The ‘dew” principle requires n
marketing lin-item in church budgetst’s$ just one heart connecting with anott

Our lay leader recently challenged all the gentlemitending our Saturday mei
breakfast and Bible study to “invite one personthe next gathering. He w.
introducing us to the ministry of Andre

How alout it, will you be an Andrew? Follow the lead bétmen’s group and “invit
one person” to church this week. Bring them with yo invite them to meet you

Oakwood UMC. Sit together and worship God. See \ghedat things God might ¢
through you ayou simply follow the example of Andrew and offaetinviting gift
of bringing someone to Jesi

On Wednesday night, February™, at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary, you are invited to ji
as we begin the journeyrough the Lenten Season. Thi-week period of time is set

aside each year for Lo consider seriously where we h been and where we are going
as Christians and as the Chu

That night we will share in the ceremonial impasitif ashes, which symtizes the
humble state in which we are to come before the. This service is a powerful way
begin the journey to the cross which ultimatelydeadstempty tomt

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE =
Celebration Service-- 8:30 am T
Fellowship Time — 9:30 am
Praise Service — 10:45 am A

N

Fellowship Time — 11:45 am

a  NE. 56l St

SE ﬁthSt
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OAKWOOD COMMITTEE GOALS FOR 2012

Oakwood’s church officers met on January 17 towdisdheir
plans for 2012. Each committee developed the distés
below. If you have any comments, questions, ogsstjons,
please contact a member of the committee. Than&l who
participated in this goal-setting evening and t@ammittee
members for their work in the church.

Hospitality Outreach Team
1. Coordinate and publish an updated church pictorial

directory.

2. Provide training for all current and prospectivhers
and greeters twice per year.

3. Find creative ways to help Oakwood members reach
out and invite others to church.

Finance
1. Increase enrollments in the ACH program (automatic

withdraws) by having more informational sessions.
2. Support the Stewardship Committee with their work
in paying off the building debt.
Missions
1. Increase communication with the congregation
regarding missions and mission opportunities at
Oakwood.
2. Invite an Oakwood supported missionary to speak at
Oakwood in 2012.
3. Increase focus on three identified mission efforts.

Trustees
1. Be good stewards of the budget.

2. Work to increase involvement of the congregation in
various projects at the church and the parsonage.

3. Increase the sweat equity within the church for
various projects.

1. Rewrite staff job descriptions.
2. Promote unity of purpose between staff and the
congregation.

Endowments
1. Make people aware of the endowment fund through

education within the church community.
2. Encourage people to give to the endowment fund
once a year and/or designate a gift in their wills.

Stewardship
1. Encourage service and volunteerism throughout the

church as a method for good stewardship.

2. Increase communication about the stewardship shat i
going on in all our programs.

3. Develop goals for reducing and paying off the
building debt.

'TCee in
A :H'fltj ?Lent

(Supervised childcare is provided)
Service time: 6:30-7:00pm
Adult “After Glow” small group discussion immediate
following each week’s service (7:00-8:00).

Our Traditional Pancake
supper, served by the
Hospitality Outreach
Committee will be held on
ASH WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 22 from
5:45pm-6:25pm.

Then join us for Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30pm.

PRAYER GATHERING- Please join Pastor Richard at

9:00am on the®1Saturday of every month for guided prayer.
If you have any questions, please call the chuffibeo

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE (SPRC) -
now meets the second Tuesday of each month at 6:45
p.m. Opal Current is Chair.

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD (AD BOARD) - now meets
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Migklfman is
Chair.

| Our church-wide Lenten Study "Christ-Follower" Wili

: beginFebruary 26".

| This study will follow Pastor Richard's preaching |

. series through Lent and take us deeper into the action
| steps of being a disciple of Christ! Small groups wil |

- be offered at various times to include all who are -

| interested in participating. |

- If you are interested in being part of the :

| LEADERSHIP TEAM by hosting a small group |

- please let Marcy or Nancy know. Leading is a breeze
| with this user-friendly video study. Each |

- participant will explore God's word on his or her own

| each week then gather for group to share in a short|2 -5
- minute video and enriching discussion.

! Remember, people are most likely to join a smalll

: group by invitation so grab a few friends, inviteeaf :

! new folks and let's grow together this Lenten seasoh!
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BUSINESS OAKWOOD
B L Eﬁg’(';ness <™ LUNCH & JESUS: FREE
&desus (BLJ) This is an FAMILY NIGHT

Join us for the moviecCOURAGEQUS

meets the L& 3" Thursdays of eversnonth at various Des FEBRUARY 1°7

Moines area restaurants from 11:30 to 12:30. Jsin ' Dinner @ 5:45pm Movie @ 6:30pm
February 2 at Americana Restaurant & Lounge 1312 COURAGEOUS We suggest this movie is valuable for _
Locust andrebruary 16 at HuHot Mongolian Grill , 4100 teenagers, tweens and adults. We will provide
University Avenue.Contact Linda & David Brightwell for activities and games for younger children.
questions at 289-2853.

“open” group that

CENTERING PRAYER GROUP:

Get your day started off connecting with God byriteging”
yourself in silent prayer. We meet ®hursdays in the
Prayer Room at 8:00 a.m.For more information, call Judy
Proksa at 266-1054, or just join us.

Here are Oakwood’s 2012 Church Officers. Thankalterho
have volunteered their time and talents for thipanant work.
The number following each name is the date in witiet
person’s term expires on the committee.

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD Chair: Mike Feldman
LAY LEADER: Dick Delk (14)

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS Chair: Opal Current (12)
Members: K'Lee Latham (12), Marlys DeVries(13),lBo
Farber (13), Cheryl Hood (13), Gary McComas (13)y&
Winter (14), Kris Merfeld (14)

TRUSTEES Chair:

Members: Kevin Carr (12), Jeanie Golliher (12)nHea
Smith (12), Jake Heruermann (13), Erin Ayersmar),(&8n
Kenworthy (13), Eric Buchacker (13), Cindy Brody}1Bob
Bullard (14), Doug Peirce (14), Kevin Wilson (14)

FINANCE Treasurer: Bill Peterson

Financial Reports: Cyndi Wilson
Finance Secretaries: Dave Wehrman (12), Diane W(id3),
Val Pallwitz (13), Terry Merfeld (13), Chris Vitdii4)

MISSION & SOCIAL ACTION Chair: Kay Oliver

HOSPITALITY OUTREACH Chair: Kris Benge
Members: Beth Smith, Sue Bobst, Bonnie Stills, Citauk,
Cindy Anderson, Cindy Brody, Charlene Shellabar§am
Schwartz, Sue Bloomquist

MEMORIALS
Members: Pat Harvey (12), Karen Anderson (13), Jhalyco
(14), Joyce Delk (14)

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE Chair: Pastor Boatman
Members: Kathy Zimmer (12), Charlene Shellabarga),(
Lori Beyer (13), Dorothy Martin (13), Lory Rieget4)

STEWARSHIP COMMITTEE

Members: Nancy Berggren (12), Lois Slings (12),IKel
Swinton (12), Steve Rendall (12), Judy Carico (T2yry
Merfeld (12), Mark Tesdall (12)

HISTORIAN: Jennie Klopfenstein

ENDOWMENT

Members: Jerry Swinton, Cara Waltrip, Jim Waltdpdy
Oliver, Carol Reben, Dick Delk, Cindy Brody, Judgrito,
Dawn Carico

00 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000°

LIVING WITH DEPRESSION “IN HOME” SMALL
GROUP: Meets the ¥ Sunday of every month. If you, or
someone you know, are living with depression andccase
some emotional support, our group is there for yBlease
contact Sue or Chris Bobst if you have questionsauld like
to join the group at 515-265-1260 or by email:
shobst@bcsframetec.com Peace and God Bless!

CLASSICS: This group meets on thé“Thursday of each
month and is an informal gathering and potluck hufar any
adults 50+ in years and wisdom. Join ud-ebruary 9!

MEN’S BREAKFAST: Inviting ALL the men of the church
to come with an empty stomach and hungry heasry
Saturday morning here at Oakwood from 7:45am-9:00am.

PLEASANT HILL LIONS CLUB,
9TH ANNUAL CHILI SUPPER!

Saturday, February 18", 4:30 -7:30 p.m., here at
Oakwood - No Charge!
Free Will Donation Taken.
Chili, Potato Soup, and Much More including Dessert
Live entertainment, door prizes and silent auction
baskets
throughout the evening.
Proceeds benefit the Pleasant Hill Lions Scholarshi
Fund and to assist in providing glasses or heaidsg
for people in need.
THIS YEAR — SPECIAL APPEARANCE FROM
BUCCANEER PLAYERS!
Carryout will be available —
For more information contact
Sharon or Steve Messer or call 266-7815.
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THE 2011 YEAR-END GIVING STATEMENTS
HAVE BEEN MAILED!

This is the one that you need for tax purposes.
Please contact Cyndi Wilson in the office if you
haven't received yours or need to make any
corrections or changes. Thank you.

All proceeds going toward VBS and Summer
Camps!

Oakwood Family, Doug and | would
like to express our gratitude for the love you hakewn our
family through my surgery, recovery and during @teistmas
season. Thanks you for the calls, cards, gifts|sread
especially the prayers. We were touched by eatheoif.
What a joy it is to see Christ's love through yelarcy Stone

JOURNEY TEAM IS THERE:

After the phone call you hoped you’'d never get.
After the divorce papers are served and the bottom
falls out of your life.

After the funeral, when everyone has left and the
emotions you've held at bay come crashing in on
you.

After the nursing home director shakes your hardl an

says “welcome to your new home”.
After the last child honks the horn, waves andeBiv
away-and the house suddenly seems empty.

After the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on and

your loved one is led away.

After the baby arrives, demanding more of you than

you ever dreamed possible.

After you find a pink slip with your final paycheck
After your family and friends have heard your story
one too many times, but you still need to talkuit.o

Members of the Oakwood Journey Team aBarb Allen,
Judy Carico, Opal Current, Jan Diamond, Ruby, and
Carolyn Reben. Please don't hesitate to call onesadr the
church when we can be of service.
All information is confidential when a member oétfieam is
walking beside you.
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We will be serving an authentic El Salvadorian Pupsa
Brunch on February 19th at 9:30 between services.he
menu includes pupusas, traditional salad & fried
bananas. A free will donation will be accepted.

This is a fundraiser for the El Salvador MedicakMon trip
leaving in March. Monies raised will be used toghase Rx
meds (such as antibiotics so we may treat childiémear
infections, infected cuts & wounds, and strep thtoaame
just a few.) We will also assist Madelyn Acker iaymg for
her air fare and ground expenses for the trip.

In addition, we are collecting many items to takehe
mountainous village of Chipilapa. If you have aedmat is
no longer needed or a tall suitcase (preferablylbeels but
not essential) we can use those items. See thre ésti
posted on the mission bulletin board.

This is the second medical mission trip to thisaaveEl
Salvador sponsored by the Central District.

On our last trip we treated 1200 patients in 4dd§s. Our
team includes doctors, nurses, dentists, transl&tor
assistants. Kay Oliver is a team member & will béng
again this year. Contact Kay for additional infotina.

Building Debt—Needed Each Month-$9250
Operating Fund—Needed Each Month-$31,692

2011 Building Debt Operating Fund
Januar $10,59: $40,31:
Februar | $877¢ $29,72:
Marcl $16,73t $34,04¢
April $10,43( $30,60t
May $11,30: $36,54-
Jung $829: $29,15(

July $10,691 $43,997 (5 Sunday
Augus $661( $26,09°
Septembe | $689¢ $31,00°

Octobe $956¢ $33,566 (5 Sunday
Novembe | $963% $29,49°
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Epic Student Ministrie
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
EPIC Student Ministries

Jr. High: 7:00-7:45
Worship: 7:45-8:00
Sr. High: 8:00-8:50

All are welcome to come!
Music, Movie Clips/Teaching Videos Games, Food, Message, and Mol
Check us out and bring a friend!

CLT (Sunday mornings
Jr. and Sr. High meet in he Family Life Center
at 9:30am! Come join us and bring a friend!

February Schedule

Y

Feb 1st:Family Movie Night
@ 6:30pm

Feb 5th: Super Bowl Sub
construction during®l
service of church.

Feb 8th: Sr. High night @7pm (No Epic for Jr
High)

Feb 15th: A Very Epic Valentine’'s Day @ 7p
Feb 22nd:No Epic (Ash Wednesda

Feb 29th: Epic Ice Skating @ 6pm

February Programs:

Epic Website: Check out the new Epic website
www.oakwoodlife.com/ep for a calendar of
events, and all kinds of other thini

SUPER BOWL SUBS We will be making and
selling Subs for Gper Bowl Sunda Orders were
taken in Januargnd tht JR & SR High students
will be making the subs cFebruary 5th, during
first service (& CLT if needed Students please
plan to attend the 10:45am service as a (.

** Those who ordere subs can pick them up after
CLT or after the 10:45am servidf you haven't
paid, please remdmer to mark your check men

line with “Youth SUB Fundraise”

A Very Epic VALENTINE'S DAY: It's that
time of the year again when love is in the air at
Epic student ministries we don’t want to ignoret!
fact, we would like to embrace it. , on February

15" at 7:00pm bring your special someone to
Epic Valentine’s Day celebration and prepare f

night of Christianlove, laughter, and fun.

Epic Ice Skating: On February 2" we will meet
at the churclat 6:00pn and head out to Brenton
Skating PlazaWe hope for a great night of skatii
eating, and trying like heck to stay wa



FEBRUARY 2012 -- MONTHLY PLANNER

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT URDAY
1 2 3 4
FAMILY NIGHT, Meal, | BLJ, 11:30, Men'’s Breakfast,
5:45 & Movie: Americana 7:45 | Guided Prayer
Courageous, 6:30 Restaurant / Tae 9:00 / Cub Scouts,
Kwon Do, 6:3( 12:30-4:3C
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Youth Sub Tae Kwon Do, 6:30 Supper Club, 4:00/ Classics, noon / Tae
fundraisePICK Confirmation Kwon Do, 6:30 /
UP! Orientation, 5:30 / H.O.T., 7:00
Wednesday Worship,
6:30 / “24/7" Roller
Skating
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Tae Kwon Do, 6:30 VALENTINE'S Wednesday Worship, BLJ, 11:30, HuHot/ | NEWSLETTER 9" Annual Lion’s
DAY! 6:30 Tae Kwon Do, 6:30 | ARTICLES ARE Club Soup Supper
% DUE!
SPRC, 6:45
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
El Salvador Tae Kwon Do, 6:30 | Ad Board, 7:00 ASH WEDNESDAY Tae Kwon Do, 6:30
Mission Meal, Pancake Supper,5:45 /
9:40am Ash Wednesday
Service, 6:30 Hand
out Heifer Project
Arks!
26 27 28 29
Lenten Study beging Tae Kwon Do, 6:30 Wednesday Worship,
& Hand out Heifer 6:30
Project Arks!
“OPEN" means that no-one is assigned to serve in that area
If Fellowship Time is “OPEN” on the schedule belewhere will beNO
treats served that day!
If you would like to fill in one of the OPEN slots,
please let Cyndi know, 262-6007.
WORSHIP LEADERS - CELEBRATION SERVICE (8:30 — 1° Service)
DATE USHERS GREETERS SCRIPTURE FELLOWSHIP NURSERY
. Shellebarger Zimmer / Slings
February 5 Zelenovich Tesdall L Chappell Bloomauist Reed
February 12 Bassett He\ije”rsrgﬁnn C Doud Stocker / Arpy K Smith
Colbert & . .
February 19 Stocker / Arpy R Johnson Smith / Pottebaum Swinton
Fagerlund
February 26 Curry Cutler / Messer L Cutler Harvey KkDel Klopfenstein
WORSHIP LEADERS - PRAISE SERVICE (10:45- 3" Service)
DATE USHERS GREETERS FELLOWSHIP NURSERY
February 5 Beyer Graeve / Oliver  Allen/ Anderson/ 8mit  Dannels
February 1 Gollihet Bainter / Kiproj OPEN D Smitt
February 1 Allen OPEN Stone / Olive Likens
February 26 McComas Parker / Martin OPEN Oliver




February Birthdays

1 — Nicole White

2 — Wyatt Crain

4 — Judy Oliver

5 — Bob Egger, Brayden Jensen, Bonnie St
6 — Brian Carico

7 — Kathy Bolten, Tate Williams

8 — Brian Osgood, Vicki Zelenovich

9 — Monica Post, Cyndi Wilson

12 — Garrett Malaise, Ann Osgood, Ethan
Schultz

13 — Victoria Jones, Dan Westbrook

14 — Cindy Slinger

15 — Matt Buchacker, Chelle Williams

16 — Bob Evans, Carol Mauk

17 — Dan DeGoey, Cheryl Egger, Amanda
Parker

February Birthdays

18 — Nicholas Carroll, Lois Groen, Barb
Snyder

19 — Cindy Anderson, Sierra Mitchell
20 — Tanya Deppe, Raian Hanson, .
Katherine Wehrman
21 — Jamie Edwards, Julie McCrea .
22 — Paul Swinton

24 — Dakota Lupkes, Taryn Steenhoek
25 — Ashley Peavey

26 — Nicole Jensen, Kurt White

27 — Eric Buchacker, Roger Johnson
28 — Ron Allen
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February Anniversaries

5 —Peg & Ken Newell
. 9 —Kay & Bob Bullard

14 — Tammy & Jeff Johnson
Barb & Gary McFarlan

17 — Joann & Ted Dyer

28 — Dan & Sheryal Westbrook



