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WELCOME / DISCIPLE / SERVE 

I will bless you…so that you will  
be a blessing.  Genesis 12:2 

 

400 NE 56th Street 
Pleasant Hill, Iowa 50327 

515-262-6007 Office 
515-262-5680 FAX 

 

WEB SITE: 
www.oakwoodlife.org 

 
Senior Pastor, Craig Peters  

515-262-1332 Home 
craig@oakwoodlife.org 

 
Church Administrator 

Cyndi Wilson  
515-240-4763 Cell 

cyndi@oakwoodlife.org 
 

Pastoral Care Associate 
Marcy Stone 

515-264-0660 Home 
515-402-1056 Cell 

marcy@oakwoodlife.org 
 

Music Ministries Associate 
Brian Acker 

brian@oakwoodlife.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Associate 
David Travnicek 

515-451-9432 Cell 
david@oakwoodlife.org 

 
Children’s Ministry Associates: 

Judy Oliver, 515-299-2943  
judy@oakwoodlife.org 

Tania Bentley, 515-360-9817 
tania@oakwoodlife.org 

 
Small Group Ministry Associates: 
Campaign Associate, Ryan Volk 

515-250-8932 Cell 
ryan@oakwoodlife.org 

 

Leadership Development 
Associate, Bonnie Weiss 

515-964-8327 Home 
bonnie@oakwoodlife.org 

 

Connections Associate, Angie Acker 
515-957-8525 

angie@oakwoodlife.org 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday: March 28

Maundy Thursday: April 1 - 6:30pm Worship Service
Good Friday: April 2 

 

EASTER MORNING (April 4)
7:00am Sunrise Service

7:30am Breakfast 
8:30am Celebration Service

9:45am Sunday School/Fellowship 
9:45am Portico Service
10:45am Praise Service
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE  
March 28 

6:30pm Worship Service & Communion 
April 2  

(April 4)  
7:00am Sunrise Service 

 
8:30am Celebration Service 

/Fellowship Time 
9:45am Portico Service 
10:45am Praise Service 
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(Supervised childcare is provided) 

 

Join us as we continue to look at basic Christian principles this 
month and next through our Sermon Series: Bible 101. 
 

 
 
+ BUSINESS, LUNCH & 
JESUS:  (BLJ) this is an 
“open” group that meets the 1st 
& 3rd Thursdays of every 
month at various Des Moines 
area restaurants from 11:30 to 
12:30.  Join us March 4 at 

Joes Crab Shack, Jordan Creek Parkway and March 18 at 
Mezzodi’s on Fleur Drive.  Contact Linda & David Brightwell 
for questions at 289-2853.  
 
+ CLASSICS: This group meets on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month and is an informal gathering for any adults 50+ in years 
and wisdom.  Please join us on (Thursday) March 11 at noon 
for a potluck dinner. 
 
+ MUG-N-MUFFIN MONDAY 
MORNING BIBLE STUDY GROUP:  
join us at 9:00 am.  Everyone is welcome to 
join.  See Kay Oliver if you are interested. 
 
+ CENTERING PRAYER GROUP –  

Get your day started off connecting with 
God by “centering” yourself in silent 
prayer.   We meet on Thursdays in the 
Chapel at 8:00 a.m.  For more 
information, call Judy Proksa at 266-1054, 
or just join us. 

 
+ FAITHWORKS: a ministry that focuses on supporting 
individuals who are unemployed or underemployed, struggling 
with difficult work issues or are in fear of losing their job. If 
you are interested in attending, please contact either Nancy 
Berggren at nlberggren@mchsi.com or 278-1256, or Karen 
Anderson at 270-1233. 
 
+ (UMW) UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S GROUP:  
will be meeting Monday, March 8 at 7:00 in the Fireside 
Room.  For details contact Sandi Stone, sndst1@aol.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
+ TESTIMONIES  – Each Sunday morning as part of our 
worship experience, we have various people share their 
testimonies.  EVERYONE has a testimony! Have you seen the 
hand of God move in your life? What has God done for you? 
How has having a family of faith made an impact on your life?  
Please pray about giving a testimony; there might be someone 
in the audience who needs to hear YOUR story in order to 
grab on to a glimmer of hope and to realize how BIG and how 
REAL our God truly is!  Call Cyndi to get on the schedule. 
 

�
�
+ OUR LIBRARY 
It is still too cold to spend much time outside so enjoy reading 
a good book.   Visit the Oakwood Library in the Fireside 
Room.  There are many good books including a large selection 
of fiction books.  We also have some DVDs and CDs.  To 
check out a book, remove the card from the pocket inside the 
book.  Put the date you checked the book out and place the 
card in the card file on the shelf.  When you return the book 
just put it in the tub marked Returned Books.  Don’t forget to 
have your children check out some of the children’s books on 
the cart.  With spring break coming up they might enjoy 
reading some new books.  HAVE FUN READING! !  
If you have any questions or comments please call Carolyn at 
515-262-2851 or e-mail at ecreben@mchsi.com.  
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MARCH MEAL MENU: 
Wednesday night meals are served from 

5:45pm – 6:20pm 

March 3 – Potluck (everyone brings a dish to share) 

March 10 - Mexican 

March 17 - Pizza 

March 24 – Pasta 

March 31 – Chef’s Choice 
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THE 2010 OAKWOOD PICTORIAL 
DIRECTORY IS READY FOR DISTRIBUTION!  

 
Please remember to stop by the Spiritual Concerns 
table and pick one up. If you have not yet paid, the 
cost is $10. We have extra copies, so if you did not 
pre-order one, it's not too late. This is a great way for 
us to connect as a family of faith, so pick yours up 
today! 
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+ DISCIPLE CLASS – SESSION TWO 
Oakwood has a long history of doing the Disciple Bible Study 
program. In the past we have done it as a 33 week series and 
those that have participated have found it to be one of the most 
rewarding experiences of their lives.  Well, this year we are 
experimenting with a new format for this study. Instead of it 
being 33 continuous weeks, we’re breaking it up into four 
sections. Each section can be taken separately or concurrently, 
depending on your schedule. Session Two is set to begin April 
13th at Pastor Craig’s home. We will be meeting on Tuesday 
evenings from 6:30-8:00pm. Please contact the church if 
you’re interested in being a part of the class. 
 
+ LIVING WITH DEPRESSION “IN HOME” SMALL 
GROUP, meets the first Sunday of every month at 12:30 at 
the Bobst house; a light lunch will be served. Contact Sue & 
Chris Bobst at 515-265-1260 or email: 
sbobst@bcsframetec.com 
 
 
 
 
 
+ Thank you to all who participated in the Supper Club last 
month! Our Ministry in the Inner City on February 10, 2010 
The Menu: Sloppy Joes; Green Beans; Peaches; Potato Chips; 
Cookies/Bars; Milk; Lemonade. 
Preparation Helpers:  Kim Smith; Pat Harvey; Mark Graeve. 
Servers at Trinity:  Alesha Wilson; Cyndi Wilson; Karen 
Anderson; Bob Curry; Kim Smith; Mark Graeve; Marvin 
Morris. 
Food Donations: Kim Smith; Karen Anderson; Kathy 
Zimmer; Linda Gratias; Sheryal Westbrook; Kendra 
Pottebaum; Pat Harvey; Pam Schwartz; Jen beck; Cindy 
Brody; Shawna Graeve; Ellen & Gary McComas. 
 

**A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO KIM SMITH FOR 
DONATING ALL  OF THE HAMBURGER THIS 
MONTH! 
 

Total Meals Served: 106  (50 adults and 56 children). 
NEXT SUPPER CLUB EVENT: MARCH 10, 2010. 
 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
Matthew 11: 28-30 
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On Saturday, March 27 from 1:00-

4:00pm, in the Garden Café & Fireside Room.  It would be an 
honor to have all the women of the church come to be a 
blessing to Tina and celebrate her with love and 
encouragement as she begins this awesome new journey of 
mom-hood. If you can’t make it and would like to give a 
monetary donation, please see Cyndi Wilson. 

�
�
�
�
+ GIVING STATEMENTS: would you like to start 
receiving your future giving statements by email?  If so, please 
be sure to let Cyndi know, or send her an email so she has 
your email address at Cyndi@oakwoodlife.org 

 
 

SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY 
Do you know someone from 
Oakwood who is graduating from 
high school or college this year? If 
so, we'd love to recognize 
them! Senior Recognition Sunday 
will take place on May 30th. 
Please include the name, school, and 
e-mail address and send the info to Kris Benge at 
krisbenge@gmail.com.  We would also like to include them in 
a special slideshow and make them a commemorative 
scrapbook page, so we need to receive a senior picture and a 
baby picture or two as soon as possible.  You can put the 
photos in the Spiritual Concerns mailbox at church or e-mail 
them to Kris Benge. 
�
�
THE JOURNEY TEAM  at Oakwood is waiting to walk 
beside you when we are needed, whether it is an illness, 
loneliness, grief, divorce, financial problems or any other time 
you need a Christian friend by your side.  Your name will be 
given to a member of our Journey Team and they will walk 
with you for however long it takes and in complete 
confidentiality. You can call Pastor Craig or Marcy at 262-
6007 or Carolyn Reben at 262-2851 or email 
ecreben@mchsi.com.  The members of our Journey Team are: 
Barb Allen, Judy Carico, Opal Current, Jan Diamond, Jessica 
Ruby (Ruby), and Carolyn Reben. 

As part of Journey we also have a grief sharing group 
called Beloved.  Beloved meets every month on the 1st & 3rd 
Wednesday at 7:00 pm (after Wednesday Worship).  Please 
join the group at any time.  With questions or just to share 
with someone you can call Ruby at 404-275-3078 or email 
jeruby@hotmail.com 

 

����

������������	��
����������������	��
����������������	��
����������������	��
����
��� 
���
���
���� ���
 

 

MUSIC GROUPS REHEARSAL 
SCHEDULE 
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HELP FOR HAITI - What a great response you have made 
to help our brothers & sisters in Haiti!  At this time we have 
sent $5000 to UMCOR for immediate aid in shelter, food & 
medical supplies.  We sent the first wave of 39 Health Kits to 
Sager Brown Depot for shipping to Haiti.  Meals from the 
Heartland has received a $500 donation from Oakwood to buy 
food.  This is Mathew 25 at its finest!  
    We will continue to receive Health Kits & donations for as 
long as needed. Kits or the parts & pieces to make kits may be 
placed on the Missions table. Blessings – your Mission 
Committee 
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Yes ….. the Prayer Shawl Ministry is alive and well.   
However, we could use your help.  If you would like to donate 
yarn there is a collection container in the back of the church. If 
you would like to make a prayer shawl 
feel free to use your own yarn or pick 
up some from the container.   There is 
also a notebook on the table.  In it you 
will find a signup sheet (in case we 
want to meet as a group or share 
ideas) and some handouts.  If you 
would like to donate money to 
purchase yarn contact Linda Kaster at 957-8277. 
 
 

 
 

Serve Our Youth (SOY) is a Christian-based 
organization that seeks to 

extend God’s love and mercy to Iowa’s 
high-risk youth. 

Second Chance seeks to connect kids with mentors who 
will provide accountability, support, and coaching in life 

skills while working on re-entry goals. 
If you would like to become a mentor in our Second 

Chance program or learn more about the program, please 
come to our Second Chance Training: 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 (6:00p-9:00p) at Polk 
County Youth Services (1548 Hull Ave, Des Moines, 

IA 50316) 
Attendees will learn about Second Chance, requirements 
for being a mentor, what mentors do, characteristics of 

youth in the juvenile justice system, overview of 
juvenile justice system, expectations for mentors, how to 

connect with your mentee, and facilitating mentoring 
groups.  For more information, please see Laura 

Travnicek (515-451-1183) or visit: 
http://serveouryouth.org/2010/02/second-chance-

mentor-training-31110/. 
 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED US REACH 
OUR GOAL OF COLLECTING 1000 BOTTLES OF 

WATER FOR AQUIRE THE FIRE! 
In collaboration with Park Avenue Christian Church we reach 

our goal… 
 

TOTAL NUMBER OF BOTTLES WE COLLECTED: 

1002 
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From your Mission and Social Action Committee:  Here are 
ways YOU can help the people in Haiti who are barely 
surviving in this horrific disaster. 
 

UMCOR 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief is already at 
work in Haiti. Every penny you give goes directly to help 
the people in Haiti. No administrative costs ever come 
from these gifts. The money will be used to provide food, 
water, medical supplies, and shelter. Checks should be 
made out to Oakwood UMC w/ memo HAITI. 

 
HEALTH KITS 
We will be putting together Health Kits to be shipped to 
Haiti. UMCOR anticipates distributing thousands of the 
kits over the next several months. See the list of items 
needed below.   

 
MEALS FROM THE HEARTLAND 
We have been contacted by MFTH already & requested to 
assist in this new effort. 
There was a packaging effort on February 22. 

 
A special note to our small groups:  We encourage you to 
consider involving your group in one or all these efforts. You 
already know from the Parable Project the difference you can 
make in some one’s life.  And the difference it makes in your 
life. 
 

HEALTH KIT* 
·  1 new hand towel (15” x 25” up to 17” x 27”)  
·  1 new washcloth   
·  1 bath sized bar of soap in wrapper (3 oz. or larger)  
·  6 band aids (3/4”)   
·  1 large, sturdy comb (not pocket sized)  
·  1 new toothbrush in original sealed wrapper (no child-

sized)  
·  1 nail file or fingernail clipper (no emery boards or 

toenail clippers) 
·  Fold the towel and washcloth and lay the other items 

on top. Place in a Ziploc bag.  
*Due to shipping regulations & Customs we cannot vary from 
this list. 
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D.O.T.S 
   Disciple – Obey – Teach – Serve 
 

During Holy Week the kids will have the opportunity to 
“experience” the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life. This will be 
provided for them during 24/7 and CLT on March 28th and 
on March 31st. With the help of our leaders each room will 
represent an event; the last dinner, Jesus’ betrayal and 
capture, Jesus’ trail, and the crucifixion. This will be a 
great interactive way for the kids to learn what Jesus 
experienced at the end of his life, in a way the kids will 
understand.  
 
On March 14th, we will have Deke from Wesley Woods 
come to speak to our kids during Children’s time to get 
the kids excited for summer camp. He will be speaking 
during the 8:30am service and 10:45am services. There 
will be camp booklets and forms available after the service 
on March 14th. Forms can be handed in to Judy or Tania 
along with payments. If needed, we can talk about 
camperships to help with the cost of camp if this may be an 
issue.  
 
The kids have been doing a great job gathering items for 
the Haiti kits. Continue brining the items in and on March 
21st during CLT, we will put the items together to be 
shipped to Haiti. 
 
Important Dates:  
March 7: Variety telethon 
March 12-19: Spring Break 
March 14: Camp Sunday 
March 17: No 24/7 (spring break) 
March 21: Haiti kits during CLT 
March 28 and 31: Holy Week Stations 
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 March Missions 
On Sunday, March 7th our Extreme Praise kids will be 
singing at the Variety Telethon. The telethon is a big 
fundraiser for children with medical needs. Beth Smith 
has taken our extreme kids to the telethon in the past and 
she has graciously volunteered to take the kids again this 
year. Thank you! The kids have been practicing some 
new songs during extreme praise which will be 
performed during the telethon. This performance will be 
televised on Channel 5. Additional information will be 

send home with the kids. 
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Youth Ministry
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS: Chaos (JR. High) 7-7:45 

                                  Worship 7:45-8:05 
                                             Crew (SR. High) 8:05-8:50 

All are welcome to come! 
Music, Movie Clips/Teaching Videos, Games, Food, Message, and More! 

Check us out and bring a friend! 
 

CLT  (a.k.a. Sunday School) 
Both programs are located in  

the Family Life Center – Sunday Mornings! 
 

Jr. High CLT time: 9:30 to 10:30 
 

Sr. High CLT time: 9:30 to 10:30 
 

 
 

MARCH Programs:  
 

EPIC Schedule: Chaos (Jr. High) runs from 
7:00pm to 7:45pm. Chaos is followed by Shared 

worship from 7:45pm to 8:05pm. Crew (Sr. High) is 
after worship and goes from 8:05pm to 8:50pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Youth Paintball:  On March 20th the youth group 

will be taking a trip to ICU paintball in Des Moines 
from 1:00pm to about 3:00pm. There is a waver that 
a parent or guardian has to sign and the cost for the 
rental of gear and paintballs will be $32. I know that 

$32 is a lot of money so if anyone needs help 
paying please see David. We are going to have a lot 
of fun, please check out the website for what you 

should wear along with other information. 
http://www.icupaintball.us/   

 
 

MARCH Schedule: 
 

March 3rd: Regularly scheduled EPIC 
 
March 10th:  Regularly scheduled EPIC 
 
March 17th: Regularly scheduled EPIC 
 
March 20th: EPIC paintballing!!!  
 
March 24th: Regularly scheduled EPIC 
 
March 31st: Regularly scheduled EPIC 
 



MARCH 2010 -- MONTHLY PLANNER 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT URDAY 

  1 
Mug N Muffin 
Bible Study 9:30am 
 

2 
MOPS, 6:00 

3 
Potluck, 6:00 / 
Wednesday Worship, 
6:30 / “24/7” / EPIC / 
Beloved, 7:00   

4 
BLJ, 11:30 

5 
 

6 
Girl Scouts, 9:30 

7 
 

8 
Mug N Muffin 
Bible Study 9:30am 
/ UMW, 7:00  

9 
 

10 
Supper Club, 4:00 
Mexican, 6:00 / 
Wednesday Worship, 
6:30 / “24/7” & EPIC 

11 
Classics, noon 

12 
 
 
 

13 
SHEEP, 9:00-noon 

14 
DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS TIME 
BEGINS! /  
CAMP SUNDAY! 

15 
Mug N Muffin 
Bible Study 9:30am 
 

16 
MOPS, 6:00 / Girl 
Scouts, 6:30  

17 
Pizza, 6:00 / Wednesday 
Worship, 6:30 / 
Beloved, 7:00 

18 
BLJ, 11:30 
 
 
Quilting Retreat  
         set up, 7:00 

19 
NEWSLETTER 
ITEMS DUE! 
 
 

20 
Youth Paintball trip 
 
 
 

21 
 

22 
Mug N Muffin 
Bible Study 9:30am 
 

23 
 

24 
Pasta, 6:00 / 
Wednesday Worship, 
6:30 / “24/7” & EPIC  

 25 
 

26   
 
 
 
 

27 
Baby Shower for 
Tina Smith 
(Spagnolo) 

28 
PALM SUNDAY 

29 
PASSOVER 
BEGINS @ 
SUNDOWN 

30 
PASSOVER 

31 
Chef’s Choice, 6:00 / 
Wednesday Worship, 
6:30 / “24/7” & EPIC 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS - CELEBRATION SERVICE (8:30 – 1st Service) 
Hosts For The Month: OPEN 

 

DATE USHERS GREETERS SCRIPTURE FELLOWSHIP  NURSERY 

March 7 Zimmer Arpy P. Heuermann Stocker/Arpy OPEN 

March 14 Egger Zelenovich C. Brody McComas/Bassett R. Reed 

March 21 Wiltsie/Cutler Luce D. Wehrman Dyer/Pack OPEN 
March 28 Egger Reben M. Zelenovich Classics Group S. Swinton 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS - PRAISE SERVICE (10:45 – 3rd Service)  
Hosts For The Month: OPEN   

  

DATE USHERS GREETERS FELLOWSHIP  NURSERY 

March 7 Golliher Oliver/Weiss OPEN OPEN 

March 14 Ayersman Baarda 
Tissues & Tears  

Small Group OPEN 

March 21 Oliver/Weiss OPEN OPEN OPEN 
March 28 Bobst Golliher OPEN OPEN 

 

RECORD OF GIVING FOR JANUARY : 
         Regular Offering           Capital Fund Giving 
    2/7:        6,996.28                         1,877.50 
  2/14:        6,346.25                1,207.00 
  2/21:        6,751.59                    1,134.50             
  2/28:            (*)                                   (*) 
 
  YTD:    56,286.86                         14,631.83 

    

ATTENDANCE:  
 

February 3:                                 35 = 35 
February 7:    173 + 36 + 157 + 53  = 419 
February 14:  171 + 31 + 158 + 227  = 587 
February 21:  152 + 29 + 212 +  (*)  = 393 
February 28:    (*) + (*) + (*) + (*)  =  (*) 
 

(*) Not Available 
 

Women of Faith Conference @ Vets 

Quilting Retreat, 4:00pm–Saturday 4:00 
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MARCH Birthdays 
 

1-Brad Cutler, Taylor Gonzalez, Renee Koestler 
2-Pat Harvey; 3-Ben Bolten, Jenny Klopfenstein 
4-Justin Colbert, Greg Oliver, Cody Weaver 
5-Andrea Clark-Winslow, Ryan Remus, Dan Rendall, Darrel 
Terpstra; 6-Mike Feldman, Josh Moore, Grace Smith;  
7-Katie Moses, Jordan Smyth; 8-Jillian Carlson, Kaelyn McCloud; 
9-Aaron Anderson; 10-Tess Feldman, Michele Johnson;  
13-Opal Current, Spencer O’Riley, Pam Schwartz; 14-Charles 
Latham; 15-Brenda Dennis, Sam Pallwitz; 16-Judy Petersen, Mike 
Zelenovich; 17-Cara Arrasmith, Carl Stocker; 18-Jayse Hines, 
McKenna Young; 19-Kilee Quang; 20-Reagan Demmon, Mark 
Graeve, Gary Schwartz; 21-Kyle Oliver; 22-Kelley Buchacker, 
Lindsay Fowler, Jeanie Golliher, Lysia Peters, Kelly Swinton;  
23-Karen Anderson; 24-Kerry Welch; 25-David Travnicek;  
26-Scott Smith, John Wetzel; 27-Norman Current, Dan Damico, 
Henry Long; 28-Allen Barwick, LeRoy Kaster, Michelle 
Kenworthy, Dave Smith, Teagan Welch; 29-Annie Feldman, 
Michael Hardenbrook; 30-Jim Kelly, Brice Osgood, Ray Wilkins 
Jr.; 31-Rick Smith, Kaye Winter 

MARCH Anniversaries 
 

 3-Merlin & Kay Gamble 
 4-Eric & Alison Jensen 
     Matt & Steph Page 
     Bill & Jane Wonderlich 
11-Mike & Julie Feldman 
14-Colin & K’Lee Latham 
16-Mike & Vickie Zelenovich 
17-Todd & Cassie Lahmann 
18-Doug & Jen Elrod 
20-Richard & Cheryl Hood 
22-PJ & Cindy Hendrickson 
24-Steve & Sharon Messer 
      Loren & Barb Snyder 
      Marvin & Barb Yockstick 
25-Steve & Nancy Rendall 
28-Jim & Lynn Kelly 
       Kevin & Lynnette Moore 
29-Brian & Denise Fowler 
       Scott & Teyona Steenhoek 

 


